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Moritz, Brigette

From: US EPA Children's Health <moritz.brigette@epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 22, 2016 8:16 AM
To: Moritz, Brigette
Subject: Welcome to the latest edition of the EPA's Children's Environmental Health Bulletin!
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The Bulletin was created to alert you to 
opportunities for public comment on rulemakings, 
risk assessments and other critical developments 
pertaining to children's environmental health. In 
addition, we will share children's health grant 
opportunities as well as inform you about 
enhanced collaboration by sharing children’s 
environmental health information, announcements 
and upcoming events.   
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#KidsEnvHealth  
 

 

U.S. EPA on Twitter 
 
Our #CleanSchoolBus initiative helps schools with affordable clean 
fuels & technologies. https://t.co/O9ZwUJYCvx #KidsEnvHealth 
 
Read more 
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Children's Health Announcements 
 

EPA Takes Action to Prevent Poisonings from Herbicide  
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The EPA on December 15 announced final safety measures to stop poisonings caused by ingestion of 
the herbicide paraquat, which can also cause severe injuries or death from skin or eye exposure. 
Paraquat is one of the most widely used herbicides in the U.S. for the control of weeds in many 
agricultural and non-agricultural settings and is also used as a defoliant on crops such as cotton prior to 
harvest. Since 2000, there have been 17 deaths – three involving children – caused by accidental 
ingestion of paraquat. These cases have resulted from the pesticide being illegally transferred to 
beverage containers and later mistaken for a drink and consumed. A single sip can be fatal.  

To prevent these tragedies, the EPA is requiring new closed-system packaging designed to make it 
impossible to transfer or remove the pesticide except directly into the proper application 
equipment; special training for certified applicators who use paraquat to emphasize that the chemical 
must not be transferred to or stored in improper containers; and changes to the pesticide label and 
warning materials to highlight the toxicity and risks associated with paraquat. 

In addition to the deaths by accidental ingestion, since 2000 there have been three deaths and many 
severe injuries caused by the pesticide getting onto the skin or into the eyes of those working with the 
herbicide. To reduce exposure to workers who mix, load and apply paraquat, the EPA is restricting the 
use of paraquat to certified pesticide applicators only. Uncertified individuals working under the 
supervision of a certified applicator will be prohibited from using paraquat. For more information, 
see https://www.epa.gov/ingredients-used-pesticide-products/paraquat-dichloride and docket EPA-HQ-
OPP-2011-0855-0112 at www.regulations.gov.   

 

  

  

Final Drinking Water Contaminant Candidate List 4 Announced 

On November 17, 2016, the EPA announced the fourth list of currently unregulated contaminants that 
may pose risks for drinking water (referred to as the Contaminant Candidate List, or CCL). The Safe 
Drinking Water Act (SDWA), as amended in 1996, requires the EPA to publish a list every five years. 
Contaminants listed on this fourth CCL may be of importance to children’s health. This list is 
subsequently used to make regulatory determinations on whether or not to regulate at least five 
contaminants from the CCL with national primary drinking water regulations.  

The EPA recently published a final list of contaminants that are currently not subject to any proposed or 
promulgated national primary drinking water regulation. These contaminants are known or anticipated to 
occur in public water systems and may require regulation under the SDWA. This list is the Fourth 
Contaminant Candidate List (CCL 4) published by EPA since the SDWA amendments of 1996.  

This Final CCL 4 includes 97 chemicals or chemical groups and 12 microbial contaminants. Regulatory 
Determination for contaminants on the CCL is a separate agency action.  For more information, see 
docket EPA–HQ–OW–2012–0217 at regulations.gov; https://www.epa.gov/ccl/contaminant-candidate-list-
4-ccl-4-0 and https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-11-17/pdf/2016-27667.pdf. 

 

  

  

EPA Issues Final Rule on Formaldehyde Emission Standards for Composite Wood 
Products 

The EPA issued a final rule on December 12, 2016, to implement the Formaldehyde Standards for 
Composite Wood Products Act, which added Title VI to the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).  The 
final rule will be effective on February 10, 2017. 

The purpose of TSCA Title VI is to reduce formaldehyde emissions from composite wood products, which 
will reduce exposures to formaldehyde and result in benefits from avoided adverse health effects. 
Inhalation of formaldehyde results in nose and eye irritation in children and adults, decreased pulmonary 
function and increased asthma incidence in children, and increased time to pregnancy.  For more 
information see: https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-12-12/pdf/2016-27987.pdf   

 

  

  

EPA Finalizes Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule for Public Water Systems  
Public stakeholder meeting to be held in April 

The EPA finalized the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR 4) for Public Water Systems on 
December 9. UCMR 4 will provide the EPA and other interested parties with scientifically valid data on 
the occurrence of particular contaminants in drinking water. This data set is a primary source of 
occurrence and exposure data that the EPA uses in its determination of whether or not to regulate 
drinking water contaminants to protect public health.  

The EPA considered children’s health risks during the development of UCMR 4, including the decision-
making process for prioritizing candidate contaminants. Please refer to the EPA’s UCMR4 website for 
more details. The Pre-publication rule is available at https://www.epa.gov/dwucmr/prepublication-final-
revisions-unregulated-contaminant-monitoring-rule-ucmr-4-public-water.  

The EPA will hold the fourth UCMR 4 public stakeholder meeting on April 12, 2017, in Washington, D.C. 
Attendees can participate in person or via webinar. Topics will include the final UCMR 4 requirements for 
monitoring, sampling and reporting, analytical methods, the laboratory approval process, ground water 
representative monitoring plans and consecutive system monitoring plans. To  register for the 
stakeholder meeting, please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ucmr-4-public-stakeholder-meeting-
registration-28264984329  
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Public Comment Opportunites 
 

EPA Moves to Ban Certain Aerosol Degreasers and Dry Cleaning Spot Removers as 
the First Major Regulatory Action Under Chemical Reform Law 
 
The EPA is proposing to ban certain uses of the toxic chemical trichloroethylene (TCE) due to health 
risks when used as a degreaser and a spot removal agent in dry cleaning. The EPA identified serious 
risks to workers and consumers associated with TCE uses in a 2014 assessment that concluded that the 
chemical can cause a range of adverse health effects, including cancer, development and 
neurotoxicological effects, and toxicity to the liver.  

Exposure to TCE raises a number of health effects concerns, including for effects in the developing fetus 
from both acute and chronic exposure. TCE is carcinogenic to humans by all routes of exposure. Single 
(acute) or short-term exposure can potentially affect the developing fetus (i.e., fetal heart malformations). 
Even a single exposure of TCE within a critical window of fetal development may produce adverse 
developmental effects. The proposed regulatory action is protective of the fetal heart malformation 
endpoint and is also protective of cancer risk from chronic exposure. 

Specifically, the EPA is proposing to prohibit manufacture (including import), processing and distribution 
in commerce of TCE for use in aerosol degreasing and for use in spot cleaning in dry cleaning facilities. 
The agency is also proposing to require manufacturers, processors and distributors to notify retailers and 
others in their supply chains of the prohibitions.  
 
The proposed rule can be viewed at https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-
12/documents/prepubcopy_tce-aerosolspotting_nprm_frdocument_2016-12-06.pdf. Comments on the 
proposed rule will be accepted and must be received within 60 days. The proposed rule and supporting 
documents will be available in the Federal Register docket at https://www.regulations.gov/ by searching 
for HQ-OPPT-2016-0163. 
 
Learn more at https://www.epa.gov/assessing-and-managing-chemicals-under-tsca/trichloroethylene-tce. 

 

  

  

EPA Seeks Comments on Nominations Request for Comments to the Science 
Advisory Committee on Chemicals by January 9, 2017  

As directed by the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act, the EPA is establishing 
the Science Advisory Committee on Chemicals (SACC), which will provide the agency with independent 
advice and expert consultation on the scientific and technical aspects of risk assessments, 
methodologies and pollution prevention measures or approaches. Members of the SACC will have 
expertise in scientific and technical fields relevant to chemical risk assessment and pollution prevention. 
Members will also have diverse background and experiences, including professional experiences in 
government, labor, public health, public interest, animal protection, industry and other groups.   

The EPA has completed its initial screening of nominees for the SACC and is inviting public comments on 
29 candidates who are identified in a Federal Register notice published on December 9. The biographical 
sketches for these 29 candidates will be available on the SACC web site at https://www.epa.gov/TSCA-
Peer-Review. Public comments will be accepted through public docket number EPA-HQ-OPPT-2016-
0713 until January 8, 2017. The EPA anticipates making final selection decisions and completing the 
appointment of the SACC members by January 20, 2017. 

 

  

  

Public Comments Sought by March 20, 2017 on the Second External Review Draft of 
Integrated Science Assessment for Sulfur Oxides – Health Criteria  

The EPA released the second external review draft Integrated Science Assessment (ISA) for Sulfur 
Oxides– Health Criteria for public comment on December 9.  Sulfur oxides are one of six criteria 
pollutants for which the EPA has established National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS). 

The draft assessment was prepared as part of the review of the primary (health-based) NAAQS for sulfur 
dioxide (SO2). SO2 is linked with a number of adverse effects on the respiratory system, including 
bronchoconstriction and increased asthma symptoms. These effects are particularly important for 
children and adults with asthma while at elevated ventilation rates (e.g., while exercising or 
playing).  Studies also show a connection between short-term exposure and increased visits to 
emergency departments and hospital admissions for respiratory illnesses, particularly in at-risk life stages 
such as children. In 2010, the EPA revised the primary (health-based) standard by establishing a one-
hour standard at a level of 75 parts per billion (ppb). 

The document will undergo an independent peer review by the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee 
(CASAC) at a public meeting scheduled for March 20, 2017.  For more information 
see https://www.epa.gov/isa/integrated-science-assessment-isa-sulfur-dioxide-health-criteria, 
https://www.epa.gov/so2-pollution/setting-and-reviewing-standards-control-so2-pollution and 
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommittees/CASAC.  
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EPA Requests Public Comments until February 17, 2017 on Draft Recreational 
Ambient Water Quality Criteria and/or Swimming Advisories for Microcystin and 
Cylindrospermopsin 

On December 12, 2016, the EPA issued draft recreational water quality criteria and/or swimming 
advisories for the cyanotoxins microcystin and cylindrospermopsin. The EPA has identified draft 
recommended concentrations of the cyanotoxins to protect human health while swimming or participating 
in other recreational activities in and on the water.  

Once final, states can consider adopting these criteria into their water quality standards and using them 
for Clean Water Act purposes. Alternatively, states can use these same values as the basis of swimming 
advisories for public notification purposes at beaches.  

The draft criteria and/or swimming advisories are based on peer-reviewed, published science and 
methods. Childhood is considered a vulnerable lifestage due to children’s potential increased exposure 
while recreating. Recreating children can be at greater risk from exposure to microcystins or 
cylindrospermopsin because they have smaller body mass compared to adults, they spend more time in 
contact with the water compared to adults, and they incidentally ingest more water than adults while 
recreating.  For more information, please visit: https://www.epa.gov/wqc/draft-human-health-recreational-
ambient-water-quality-criteria-andor-swimming-advisories and https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-
12-19/pdf/2016-30464.pdf.

Not Subscribed to our Newsletter? Sign-up Here.  
Text kidsenvhealth to 22828 

U.S. EPA | Office of Children's Health Protection 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW | Washington, D.C. | 20460  

Visit our website 

 Follow us on Twitter #KidsEnvHealth 
STAY CONNECTED: 

US EPA Children’s Health | 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20004 

Unsubscribe moritz.brigette@epa.gov  

Update Profile | About our service provider  

Sent by moritz.brigette@epa.gov in collaboration with

Try it free today  
 




